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726 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY 

Congrls international des sciences administralives. Brussels, 
S. Goemaere, 19 10. 

Among the congresses which assembled at Brussels during the sum- 
mer of 1 910, on the occasion of the International Exposition, was the 
first Congress of the Administrative Sciences. Its proceedings have 
been published in four volumes, to which it is intended to add a fifth. 
The volumes already published contain the papers which were prepared 
for the congress. The forthcoming volume will contain a stenographic 
report of the discussions which the set papers elicited. 

The proceedings of the congress are interesting, first, because the 
calling of this, the first international congress on the subject, is signifi- 
cant of belief in the present importance of the matters which the 
congress was called to consider, and second , as showing the parts of the 
general subject of administration which seemed to those participating 
specially to demand consideration. 

If we may regard the amount of attention devoted to a topic as 
indicative of its importance, it may be said without question that local 
government is at present the most important subject of administrative 
study; for two volumes of the proceedings, constituting considerably 
more than one- half of their total bulk, are devoted to various aspects 
of this problem. Reports from almost all parts of the civilized world 
were made upon local autonomy, upon the relations between the local 
areas and the central government, and upon the various administrative 
services of those local areas, such as the means of communication, local 
finances, charities, sanitation and municipal ownership and operation of 
public utilities. Of the other two volumes, one is devoted to the 
problems arising in connection with the central administrative organi- 
zation, such as methods for recruiting the civil service, and strikes 
and associations of civil servants; the other, to methods of account- 
ability and administrative records. 

From the foregoing outline it will be seen that these proceedings are 
of great value to the student of administration, not alone because of the 
subject matter but even more because of the character of those who 
prepared the papers and who participated in the discussions. Many 
of the most eminent European students of constitutional and adminis- 
trative law were present and took part in the proceedings. Their 
remarks, which were full of references to personal experiences and to 
the very latest administrative tendencies, will be found for the most 
part in the forthcoming fifth volume, which the American student of 
foreign administration should not fail to secure. 

F. J. G. 



